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proposition, if anything so definite as a proposition may be said
to have been made, and it is certain that the bishops were not.
It might be supposed that, after the Revolution of 1689, Re-
union would have vanished from practical politics, but in 1713
Archbishop Wake, a central churchman, entered into a two
years* correspondence with certain of the Gallican party in the
French Church. A notable approach towards agreement was
reached by Wake and Du Pin, a leading French theologian, be-
fore ultramontanism triumphed in France and the correspond-
ence was broken off.

At the outset of the Oxford Movement, the Tractarians,
partly no doubt in their eagerness to rebut the charge of dis-
loyalty, had shown suspicion and hostility towards Rome. The
Caroline divines, rather than the pre-Reformation Church,
represented the pattern they sought to re-create. Nor, for many
years, were the times propitious to a change of design. The bit-
terness aroused by the early secessions, the establishment in
England of a Roman hierarchy in which for the first time the
bishops bore the titles of their sees, and above all the proclama-
tion of Papal Infallibility in 1870 were profoundly discouraging
events. It seemed that with every step that the Church of Eng-
land advanced, the Church of Rome receded. Yet an affinity
stronger than any event, and proof against any discourage-
ment, drew the Anglo-Catholics on. Romans and High Angli-
cans, whether they liked it or not, were defending different bas-
tions of the same fortress, under siege by the same enemy. Liber-
alism was making them allies if not bedfellows. In 1857 the As-
sociation for the Promotion of the Unity of Christendom, con-
taining members of both Communions, was founded and be-
gan to enjoy a transient prosperity. In 1865 Dr. Pusey published
his Eirenicon, and in 1867 Gerard Francis Cobb his The Kiss of
Peace, for its time a remarkable overture, in which appeared
what is probably the first suggestion of friendly discussions be-